Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and | was sent to speak to you and to bring you
this good news. *°And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these
things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.”
ZLAnd the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the
temple. ?And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he
had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute.
ZAnd when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. *’Now the time came for
Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. *®And her neighbors and relatives heard that the
Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. **And on the eighth day they
came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father,
®put his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” ®*And they said to her, “None of
your relatives is called by this name.” ®*And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he
wanted him to be called. ®*And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.”
And they all wondered.

RESPONSORY [Advent] LSB 230
SERMON “With E yes Wide Open” Luke 1:8-23, 57-63

CANTICLE-BENEDICTUS LSB 226 and following

OFFERING

KYRIE LSB 227
LORD’S PRAYER LSB 227
COLLECTS LSB 227
BENEDICAMUS LSB 228
BENEDICTION LSB 228

CLOSING HYMN O Blessed, Holy Trinity LSB 876

POSTLUDE

To God Be the Glory!
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Service of Matins

10:30am
PRELUDE
HYMN Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333
VERSICLE LSB 219

VENITE [10:30am] LSB 220-221

PSALMODY Psalm 126 (Antiphon v. 5)

When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion, we were like men who dreamed.

(P)
Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongue s with songs of joy. Then it was
said among the nations, “The LORD has done great th  ings for them."

The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streamsinth e Negev.

Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.

He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, w ill return with songs of joy,
carrying sheaves with him.

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Sonandtot  he Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fo rever. Amen

RERE

(P]  When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion, we were like men who dreamed.

OFFICE HYMN Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying LSB 516
OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 30:27—31:9
?’Behold, the name of the LORD comes from afar, burning with his anger, and in thick rising
smoke; his lips are full of fury, and his tongue is like a devouring fire; #his breath is like an
overflowing stream that reaches up to the neck; to sift the nations with the sieve of
destruction, and to place on the jaws of the peoples a bridle that leads astray. *You shall



have a song as in the night when a holy feast is kept, and gladness of heart, as when one
sets out to the sound of the flute to go to the mountain of the LORD, to the Rock of Israel.
%And the LoRD will cause his majestic voice to be heard and the descending blow of his
arm to be seen, in furious anger and a flame of devouring fire, with a cloudburst and storm
and hailstones. 3'The Assyrians will be terror-stricken at the voice of the LORD, when he
strikes with his rod. **And every stroke of the appointed staff that the LORD lays on them will
be to the sound of tambourines and lyres. Battling with brandished arm, he will fight with
them. **For a burning place has long been prepared:; indeed, for the king it is made ready,
its pyre made deep and wide, with fire and wood in abundance; the breath of the LORD, like
a stream of sulfur, kindles it. *Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on
horses, who trust in chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are
very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel

or consult the LORD! 2And yet he is wise and brings disaster; he does not call back his
words, but will arise against the house of the evildoers and against the helpers of those who
work iniquity. *The Egyptians are man, and not God, and their horses are flesh, and not
spirit. When the LORD stretches out his hand, the helper will stumble, and he who is helped
will fall, and they will all perish together. “For thus the LORD said to me, “As a lion or a
young lion growls over his prey, and when a band of shepherds is called out against him is
not terrified by their shouting or daunted at their noise, so the LORD of hosts will come down
to fight on Mount Zion and on its hill. °Like birds hovering, so the LORD of hosts will protect
Jerusalem; he will protect and deliver it; he will spare and rescue it.” ®Turn to him from
whom people have deeply revolted, O children of Israel. ‘For in that day everyone shall cast
away his idols of silver and his idols of gold, which your hands have sinfully made for you.
8And the Assyrian shall fall by a sword, not of man; and a sword, not of man, shall devour
him; and he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be put to forced labor. °His
rock shall pass away in terror, and his officers desert the standard in panic,” declares the
LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and whose furnace is in Jerusalem.

O Lord, have mercy on us Thanks be to God

EPISTLE Revelation 3:1-22
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits
of God and the seven stars. “I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but
you are dead. *Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for | have not
found your works complete in the sight of my God. *Remember, then, what you received
and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, | will come like a thief, and you will
not know at what hour | will come against you. *Yet you have still a few names in Sardis,
people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are
worthy. *The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and | will never blot
his name out of the book of life. | will confess his name before my Father and before his
angels. ®°He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ "“And to the
angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who has
the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. #“| know
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your works. Behold, | have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. |
know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my
name. °Behold, | will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and
are not, but lie—behold, | will make them come and bow down before your feet and they will
learn that | have loved you. °Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, |
will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell
on the earth. *!| am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your
crown. **The one who conquers, | will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never
shall he go out of it, and | will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of
my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own
new name. **He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” **And
to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of God’s creation. *>*'| know your works: you are neither cold nor hot.
Would that you were either cold or hot! *So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor
cold, | will spit you out of my mouth. *’For you say, | am rich, | have prospered, and | need
nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. **| counsel you
to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you
may clothe yourself and the shame of your hakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint
your eyes, so that you may see. *Those whom | love, | reprove and discipline, so be
zealous and repent. “°Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, | will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. ?The one who
conquers, | will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as | also conquered and sat down
with my Father on his throne. *He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.”
O Lord, have mercy on us Thanks be to God

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:8-23, 57-63
gNow while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, *according
to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and
burn incense. °And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of
incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the
altar of incense. **And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him.
BBut the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard,
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. **And you will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, **for he will be great before the
Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit,
even from his mother's womb. **And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord
their God, *"and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for
the Lord a people prepared.” *®And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall | know this? For
| am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” *°And the angel answered him, “I am
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